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In 2022, Caroline Hamilton was approached by former Tobin Theatre Collection of Theatre Arts, Scott Blackshire, to offer a new
perspective to the extensive Ballets Russes holdings at the McNay. The resulting exhibition, Women Atrtists of the Ballets Russes:
Designing the Legacy, on display now through January 12th, highlights some of the exiraordinary women involved in the company,
including designers, artists, dancers, costume makers, and financial patrons. It centers on the career and work of Bronislava Nijinska,
the company's only female choreographer, and Russian avant-garde artist, Natalia Gontcharova. Also featured are the works of
Sonia Delaunay, as well as Alexandra Exter, who did not work directly with the Ballets Russes, but collaborated with Nijinska throughout
the 1920s. Finally, the exhibition explores the legacy of these women and the influence of the Ballets Russes company on ballet's
development in the United States.

The exhibition includes costumes, an original set piece, costume and set designs, ephemera, as well as artworks inspired by the
ballets. The exhibition brings togetheritems from the McNay's own collection as well as loans from six institutions. The driving force was
to reunite objects--in some cases, for the first time since the last performonce—-os well as highlight the makers, and wearers.
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